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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
HELD AT THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS, APRIL 7, 1986 _ 

In the absence of Bruce Duncan, the meeting was chaired by Yice-Presi 
dent Bruce Mackenzie. There were a number of important announcements 
as followss 

-Denys Gardiner will represent the HNC at the Long Point Birdathon, 
May 3-^° 25f* of the money raised by Denys will go to the Club, 75^ 

to the Long Point Bird Observatory rebuilding program. 

-Raffle tickets will be on sale again at the May 5 meeting for a 
beautifully framed print by artist Mark Wymen. Proceeds will go to 
the Owl Research Rehabilitation Foundation. Tickets are $1. each. 

-Members were reminded that the club welcomes 35mm slides for screen¬ 
ing in.the foyer of the RBG prior to the monthly meetings. Why not 
use this opportunity to display your best nature photographs for the 
enjoyment of club members? Contact Bruce Mackenzie at 643-4526 if 
you are interested. 

-The June9 general meeting will be held at the RBG's Nature Centre. 
There will be a Pot Luck Dinner as well as a tour of the George North 
Memorial Garden plus films,etc. Sign up at the May meeting. 

-It was noted with regret that longtime club member William Gilmour 
passed away on March 11. — . 

-Nancy Lyne reported that the Junior Naturalists' Club was successful 
in applying for a CWIP grant(Community Wildlife Improvements Program) 
The money was used to build nesting boxes which will be installed 
throughout the RBG grounds. 

-John Struger reported that the Environmentalist of the Year Banquet 
honouring Ray Lowes was a great success and well-attended. John 
also reminded members that volunteers are welcome to join the club's 
Conservation Committee to help promote environmental issues. 

The meeting concluded with an interesting presentation by Margaret 
Pickles of the Royal Ontario Museum who spoke on "Insects that Look 
Like Plants". 

NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEETING 

Times Monday, May 5» 1986 - 8s00 p.m. 

Places Royal Botanical GardensCentre 
Plains Road West, Burlington 

Topics Members' Night - presentations will 
include ones on: Stone Road Alvar 

Flora & Fauna of Peru 
Aerial Photography 

vv■>;**>{■ *)'• -ir*)!■•){■ 

Barn Swallows may fly 600 miles per day seeking food for their young. 

Coyotes have been found to eat snakes,peanuts,house cats,paper, 
tomatoes, & bumblebees. 

There are 12,000 to 14,000 ant species in the world. 

The worm snake is Ga.'s smallest snake rarely exceeding 12 inches in 
length. 

(This information is furnished by The Georgia Dept, of Natural 
Resources) 
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FIELD EVENTS - MAY AND JUNE 

SUNDAY, MAY 4 - 10:30 a.m. SPRING WILDFLOWERS ALONG GRINDSTONE CREEK 
This will be a leisurely stroll from the Laking Garden to 
Lamb's Hollow, Meet at RBG's Laking Garden with your lunch. 
Leader: Shirley Klement 336-5^33 

S UNDAY. MAY 11 - 8:30 a.m. BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS 

Field guides and binoculars will be provided. Meet by the 
traffic lights at University Plaza. The outing will end by 
noon. 

Leader: John Heaslip 627-3280 

SATURDAY. MAY 24 - 8:30 a.m. NIAGARA GORGE 

This general interest hike will touch on wildflowers,geology, 
and birds. The afternoon will include a stop at the Niagara 
Parks Commission School of Horticulture. Bring a lunch and 
meet at Eastgate Square. 

Leader: Janet Snaith 643-3979 

SATURDAY, JUNE 7 - 4:30 a.m. DAWN CHORUS IN THE BEVERLY SWAMP 
The early birder gets the bird! The outing will end at 
Valens for breakfast, which will be supplied. Please register 
for this by June 1st. Meet at the M.T.C. yard at Hwys.52 & 8 
Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 

Registration: June Hurd 549-6824 

SUNDAY, JUNE 1 5 - 9:00 a.m. BIRDS & BOTANY AT TAQUANYAH & THE 

~ ORISKANY SANDSTONE 

This unique geological location has different vegetation for 
the area. We can hope to find black rat snakes and pine 
voles. Meet at Taquanyah Nature Centre near Cayuga. The 
outing will end in mid-afternoon. 

Leader: Bruce Duncan 765-3322 

NOTE - 3RD ANNUAL POTLUCK SUPPER 

June 9th, 1986 at the R.B.G. Nature Centre 
"Returning to see the George North Memorial Garden" 

Guided Walks at 6:30 - Dinner at 700 - Films to follow 

Bring your own cups,plates,and utensils. If possible sign 
up at the monthly meeting as to what you will be able to bring 

- Janet Snaith - 

shs- -:h>- -ft 4. 1 * # -is- * :?■ 


A JULY OUTING 

SATURDAY, JULY 19 - 9:00 a.m. WILDFLOWERS OF HALDIMAND-NORFOLK 

This is an opportunity to visit several sites in the Haldimand- 
Norfolk region with Dave Bradley to see summer-blooming plants. 
Don't miss it. It is certain you will add new species to your life 
list. Bring a lunch. 

Meet 9:00 a.m. at the Mountain Plaza, Upper James, just south of 
Fennell, in Hamilton, to pool cars. Albert Butwick, co-ordinator. 
Or, meet 10:15 a.m. at Simcoe Mall in front of Canadian Tire, south 
side of Highway #3 (east of Highway 24 intersection). 

Leader - Dave Bradley - Work 519 - 426-4677 

Home 519 - 426-7055 
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1986 WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS 


(All Hikes start at 
Leader Topic or Area 

John 01mstead Westdale Woods 
522-0409 

Denys Gardiner Shell Park 
336-2704 

Hazel Broker Dundas Valley 
527-0333 

Shirley Klement Bob Elstone 
336-5433 Farm 

Jeff Blezius Red Hill Creek 
385-6178 


6s30 p.m.) 

Meeting Place 

fift&igCtil*™' 3 Sarden ; '■ 

Shell Park, N.Side at Lakeshore 
approx. 1 mile E.of Burloak 
Park 1st lot on the right 
Spring Valley Parking Lot on 
Jerseyville Rd.(Ancaster)behind 
swimming pool 

approx.mile N.E.of Waterdown 
Rd.on Mountain Brow Rd.Waterdowr 
on Reid Ave.immediately south 
of Queenston 


Len Simser North Shore 

689-7720 R.B.G. 

Barry Cherriere Nash Road 
560-7476 

V. Chornook Beach area 
634-9101 

Peter Thoem Bronte Creek 
681-2738 


Ron Hepworth Twiss Rd. 
632-7694 

Mary & Norm Spencer Creek 
Pomfret,335-2005 
Barb McKean Rock Chapel 
522-3223 Sanctuary 


Nature Interpretive Centre 
Arboretum 

North end of Nash Road 

Meet at Van Wagner's Beach, 
Sails & Sports Unlimited 

Br:?nte Creek Parking lot west 
end of Upper Middle Rd.just off 
No.25 Hwy. 

Bottom of the hill north of 
Derry Rd.(Kilbride) 

Dundas Railroad Station 
Sanctuary Parking lot 


Barbara & Ian Mountsberg area 
Reid 628 8329 

Shirley Klement Hendrie Valley 
336-5433 

Albert Butwick Millgrove Tree 

Collection 


Old Waterdown shopping plaza 
N. side of Hamilton St.off 
Hwy. #5 

Hidden Valley Parking Lot 
offHoward Rd.(Plains Road W.) 
Bring refreshments & cookies 
Right side,top of hill,approx 
1,000 ft.N.ofMillgrove Rd. on 
No.6 Hwy. 


lW-%M ckenz 


le 


Walkings 

Property 


Dundas Valley Trail Parking 
Lot 
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FIELD EVENTS - MAY AND JUNE 

SUNDAY, MAY U - 10:30 a.m. SPRING WILDFLOWERS ALONG GRINDSTONE CREEK 
This will be a leisurely stroll from the Laking Garden to 
Lamb's Hollow. Meet at RBG's Laking Garden with your lunch. 
Leader: Shirley Klement 336-5433 

SUNDA Y, MY 11.- 8:30 a.m. BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS 

Field guides and binoculars will be provided. Meet by the 
traffic lights at University Plaza. The outing will end by 
noon. 

Leader: John Heaslip 627-3280 

SATURDAY, MAY 24 - 8:30 a.m. NIAGARA GORGE 

This general interest hike will touch on wildflowers ,geology, 
and birds. The afternoon will include a stop at the Niagara 
Parks Commission School of Horticulture. Bring a lunch and 
meet at Eastgate Square. 

Leader; Janet Snaith 643-3979 

SATURD AY, 1 JUNE 7 - 4:30 a.m. DAWN CHORUS IN THE BEVERLY SWAMP 
The early birder gets the bird! The outing will end at 
Valens for breakfast, which will be supplied. Please register 
for this by June 1st. Meet at the M.T.C. yard at Hwys.52 & 8 
Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 

Registration: June Hurd 549-6824 

SUNDAY, JUNE 15 - 9:00 a.m. BIRDS & BOTANY AT TAQUANYAH & THE_ 

“ ORISKANY SANDSTONE 

This unique geological location has different vegetation for 
the area. We can hope to find black rat snakes and pine 
voles. Meet at Taquanyah Nature Centre near Cayuga. The 
outing will end in mid-afternoon. 

Leader: Bruce Duncan 765-3322 

NOTE - 3RD ANNUAL POTLUCK SUPPER 

June 9th, 1986 at the R.B.G. Nature Centre 
"Returning to see the George North Memorial Garden" 

Guided Walks at 6:30 - Dinner at 7:30 - Films to follow 

Bring your own cups,plates,and utensils. If possible sign 
up at the monthly meeting as to what you will be able to bring 

- Janet Snaith - 


A JULY OUTING 


SATURDAY, JULY 19 - 9:00 a.m. WILDFLOWERS OF HALDIMAND-NORFOLK 

This is an opportunity to visit several sites in the Haldimand- 
Norfolk region with Dave Bradley to see summer-blooming plants. 
Don't miss it. It is certain you will add new species to your life 
list. Bring a lunch. 

Meet 9:00 a.m. at the Mountain Plaza, Upper James, just south of 
Fennell, in Hamilton, to pool cars. Albert Butwick, co-ordinator. 
Or, meet 10:15 a.m. at Simcoe Mall in front of Canadian Tire, south 
side of Highway tf 3 (east of Highway 24 intersection). 

Leader - Dave Bradley - Work 519 - 426-1*677 

Home 519 - 426-7055 
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1986 WEDNESDAY EVENING WALKS 
(All Hikes start at 6s30 p.m.) 

Leader Topic or Area Meeting Place 

l&Mftg C feji dren,s Garden 


John Olmstead Westdale Woods 
522-0409 


Denys Gardiner Shell Park 
336-2704 

Hazel Broker Dundas Valley 
527-0333 

Shirley Klement Bob Elstone 
336-5433 Farm 

Jeff Blezius Red Hill Creek 
385-6178 


Shell Park, N.Side at Lakeshore 
approx. 1 mile E.of Burloak 
Park 1st lot on the right 
Spring Valley Parking Lot on 
Jerseyville Rd.(Ancaster)behind 
swimming pool 

approx.i mile N.E.of Waterdown 
Rd.on Mountain Brow Rd.Waterdown 
on Reid Ave.immediately south 
of Queenston 


Len Simser 
689-7720 
Barry Cherriere 


560-7476 

V. Chornook 
634-9101 
Peter Thoem 
681-2738 

Ron Hepworth 
632-7694 


North Shore 
R.B.G. 

Nash Road 

Beach area 

Bronte Creek 

Twiss Rd. 


Mary & Norm Spencer Creek 
Pomfret,385-2005 


Nature Interpretive Centre 
Arboretum 

North end of Nash Road 

Meet at Van Wagner's Beach, 
Sails & Sports Unlimited 

Bronte Creek Parking lot west 
end of Upper Middle Rd.just off 
No.25 Hwy. 

Bottom of the hill north of 
Derry Rd.(Kilbride) 

Dundas Railroad Station 


Barb McKean Rock Chapel 
522-3223 Sanctuary 

Barbara & Ian Mountsberg area 
Reid 628 8329 

Shirley Klement Hendrie Valley 
336-5433 

Albert Butwick Millgrove Tree 

Collection 


ce Mackenzie Watkings 
Property 


Sanctuary Parking lot 

Old Waterdown shopping plaza 
N. side of Hamilton St.off 
Hwy. #5 

Hidden Valley Parking Lot 
offHoward Rd.(Plains Road W.) 
Bring refreshments & cookies 
Right side,top of hill,approx 
1,000 ft.N.ofMillgrove Rd. on 
No.6 Hwy. 

Dundas Valley Trail Parking 
Lot 
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EASTERN BLUEBIRD NEST BOX SCHEME - 1985 REPORT 


HABITAT; 


RESULTS i 


LOCATION s WINONA, ONTARIO 

AREA ; Northern Boundary - CNR Tracks (also 50 Point Park) 

Eastern " - Wentworth County Line 

Western " - Glover’s Road 

Southern " - Green Mountain Road(on top of 

Niagara Escarpment) 

Vineyards, fruit orchards and open fields 

102 nest Boxes were put on fence posts approximately 5 
feet from ground level 

_ Number of nests - 24 

Number of eggs - 117 

Number of eggs 

destroyed - 36 (33 by racoons 

( 3 adult found dead on nest 
Number of young bluebirds -- 80 

COMME NTS 1. The number of young bluebirds (80) shows an increase 
of 57% over the 1984 season. 

2. Again it was observed that eggs laid in August were 
not hatched. 

3. The banding program was carried out by David Agro 

Adult bluebirds banded - 21 

Young bluebirds banded - 72 

One Bluebird was caught with 2 bands on. One band was 
1984(Winona) - other band 1985 (Long Point) 

Another female adult banded 1984 Winona was caught which 
shows that birds return to same nest area, 

4. Other boxes contained - Tree Swallows-40 nests 150 youn 

- House Wren - 4 nests 25 young 
-House Sparrow-15 nests,young 

unknown 

Additional information may be obtained by contacting; 

George Coker 1326 - #8 Highway Winona, Ontario(4l6) 643-2033 


Ray Hughes 
Sam Tabone 


10 Millikin Drive 
234 Glenholme 


643-1937 

643-2375 




)' 
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BRANTFORD WINTER BIRD COUNT 1986 

by Bill Lamond 

This was the first year for Brantford’s Winter Bird Count and 
the Brantford Nature Club is hoping that it will become an annual 
event. The count was not a true Christmas Bird Count as it was 
not conducted within the Christmas count period and the results are 
not published by the National Audubon Society. Nonetheless, the 
results are just as important. The count occurred on January 11, 

1986 and the count area included all of Brant County. The Hamilton 
Birding Circle incorporates about 50%> of Brant County and Shelia 
Smith, one of the count organizers, has told me that about 90 '■/> of 
the birds counted would have been within the circle. 

Between 90 and 100 area residents participated in the count in 
16 parties and 15 feeder watchers, and totalled 5^ species and 8,298 
individuals. The count results are as follows; 

Great Blue Heron 6; Canada Goose 40; Mallard 3^5 Common Gold¬ 
eneye 15; Common Merganser 1; Red-breasted Merganser 1; Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 3; Northern Harrier 2? Red-tailed Hawk 9; American Kestrel 25; 
Ring-necked Pheasant 1; Ruffed Grouse 6; Herring Gull 4; Ring- 
billed Gull 24; Rock Dove 184; Mourning Dove 291; Great Horned Owl 
7; Snowy Owl 1; Belted Kingfisher 2; Red-headed Woodpecker 3;Red- 
bellied Woodpecker 1; Downy Woodpecker 100; Hairy Woodpecker 22; 
Northern Flicker 3; Horned Lark 167 ? Blue Jay 356; American Crow 
206; Black-capped Chickadee 316 ;White-breasted Nuthatch 985 Red¬ 
breasted Nuthatch 25; Brown Creeper 7? Golden-crowned Kinglet 56; 
American Robin 1; Cedar Waxwing 3^; European Starling 857{Northern 
Cardinal 265; Rufous-sided Towhee 1; American Tree Sparrow 1,050; 
White-throated Sparrow2; Song Sparrow 44; Swamp Sparrow 7sDark-eyed 
Junco 1,129; Snow Bunting 51; Red-winged Blackbird 1; Brown-headed 
Cowbird 16; Purple Finch 53; House Finch 7^; R e( ^ Crossbill 2; Common 
Redpoll 537? Pine siskin 28; American Goldfinch 743;Evening Grosbeak 
62; Pine Grosbeak 13; House Sparrow 1,276. 

Total ; 54 species, 8298 individuals. 

Seen day before and/or day after count, but not seen on count day; 
Bufflehead, Rough-legged Hawk, Gray Partridge, Pileated Woodpecker. 

Thanks to Kay Rutherford and Shelia Smith who supplied the 
information for this article. 


IN MEMORIAM 

W.A.T. Gilmour, a member of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
for many years, passed away on March 11, 1986. Bill was an 
enthusiastic and devoted member, generous and helpful in many 
ways. In 1959 he helped write our first Constitution and in the 
I960's served as Treasurer of the Club for two years. .On several 
occasions when speakers became suddenly unavailable, Bill would 
happily fill in and present some of his excellent slides.. Trees 
were a great interest of his as was the Grand River, particularly 
its geology and natural history. 

Another one of our members is gone and we will miss his kind¬ 
ness and generosity, his willingness to help. Our sumpathies go 
to his family and many friends. 

Bill's wife, Margaret, passed away two days later. 
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SOME BIRDS SEEN IN NEW ZEALAND IN 1985 

by William W.Judd 

In an earlier article(Wood Duck,39(5):75-76,1986) I gave an 
account of birds seen by my wife and me on a trip to Australia in 
March and April of 19^5■ This trip was extended into April to New 
Zealand and gave us an opportunity to see birds in the North and 
South Islands. 

On the South Island we visited Christchurch,Canterbury Plains, 
Geraldine,Mount Cook,Omarama,Lake Wanaka,Lake Wakatipu,Walter_Peak, 
Coronet Peak,Arrowtown,Lake Hayes,Te Anau, Mirror Lakes and Milford 
Sound and on the North Island Rotorua,Hamilton,Huntly and Auckland. 

To identify birds we used "The New Guide to the Birds of New 
Zealand,1982,by R.A. Falla,R.B.Sibson and E.G.Turbott, Collins 
Publisher, Auckland. For each bird in our list the page number on 
which the bird is described in this volume is included. 

62. Black Shag - One bird was perched on a float on a lake at 
Hamilton on April 18. 

64. Little Shag - These birds were perched on posts in the water 
on Lake Te Anau on April 15. 

71. White-faced Heron - One heron was standing by a pond at the 
roadside near Te Anau on April 16. 

72. White Heron - Two birds were foraging on mudflats at Milford 
Sound on April 15. 

80. Black Swan - Several birds were swimming at the edge of the 
lake at Rotorua on April 16 and others were on a lake at 
Hamilton on April 18. 

80. Canada Goose - Three geese were swimming on Lake Hayes on 
April 14. 

81. Paradise Shelduck - Several pairs, males and females, were 
seen by ponds near roads in the vicinity of Te Anau on Apr.15 

82. Mallard - Mallards were roosting on the banks and swimming on 
the water of the Avon River in Christchurchon April 11,on Lake 
Wanaka on April 12 and Lake Wakatipu on April 13* 

88. New Zealand Scaup - These birds were on Lake Wakatipu on 

April 14, diving and swimming about the wharves at Queenstown. 
90. Harrier - Harriers were flying over the fields on the Canter¬ 
bury Plains on April 11. 

101. Pukeko - Two birds flew from a ditch by the highway at Omarama 
on April 12 and two were paddling among v/eeds by a lake at 
Huntly on April 18. 

110. Black Oystercatcher - Several birds were foraging on the 
mudflats on Milford Sound on April 15. 

111. Spur-winged Plover - Two birds were moving among sheep by the 
airport at Christchurch on April 10 and others were in fields 
at Omarama on April 12. 

139- Pied Stilt - Several birds were foraging on mudflats on 
Auckland Harbour on April 19- 

145. Southern Black-backed Gull - Several birds were foraging in 
fields and at the edge of streams on the Canterbury Plains on 
April 11 and others were on Lake Wakatipu on April 13• 

146. Red-billed Gull - Numerous gulls were moving about in the 
central city square in Christchurch on April 11. 

147. Black-billed Gull - These birds were perched on wharves and 
bridge railings at Auckland Harbour on April 19- 

157. New Zealand Pigeon - One bird was roosting in a tree in the 
forest at the edge of the road at Homer Tunnel near Millford 
Sound on April 15. 
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Some Birds Seen in New Zealan d in 19^5(continued ) 

159. Rock I ,r e - These birds were seen in small flocks on the 
Canterbury Plains on April 11. 

162. Ilea - Six keas were perched on roof ridges of The Hermitage 
resort near Mount Cook at 7:30 a.m. on April 12, squealing 
and fluttering their wings. 

175. New Zealand Kingfisher - A kingfisher was perched on a tree 
stub at the edge of Mission Bay at Auckland on April 19* 

182. Welcome Swallow - Three swallows were swooping over Mount 
Eden in Auckland on April 19. 

185. Pied Fantail - Two birds were flitting about in the trees on 
the slopes of Coronet Peak on April 14 and others were in 
the trees at Rainbow Springs in Rotorua on April 16. 

186. South Island Tomtit - An active male flew down from the trees 
at Mirror Lakes on April 15 and landed on the road by a tourist 
bus where it mingled among the feet of tourists and was unper¬ 
turbed when photographed at a distance of three feet. 

198. Blackbird - Blackbirds were in trees at Geraldine on April 

11, on lawns at The Hermitage resort near Mount Cook on April 
12 and on lawns at Rotorua on April 17• 

198. Hedge Sparrow - Hedge sparrows were in the shrubbery of The 
Hermitage Resort near Mount Cook on April 12. 

199. New Zealand Pipit - Several birds were actively moving about 
on the roof of the ski lodge on Coronet Peak and on the adja¬ 
cent mountain slopes on April 14. 

205. Silvereye - Several birds were flitting and chirping in shrubs 
at The Hermitage resort near Mount Cook on April 11. 

208. Goldfinch - A flock of Goldfinches was foraging on lawns in 
a park at the village of Geraldine on April 11. 

210, Chaffinch - Chaffinches were in the trees at Walter Peak sheep 
station on April 13, in shrubs on the slopes of Coronet Peak 
and on the adjacent mountain slopes on April 14. 

212. House Sparrow - Small flocks of house sparrows were on building: 

in Christchurch on April 10 and in trees at Rotorua on April 16. 
212. Starling - Starlings were flying among and roosting in trees 
at Christchurch on April 11, at The Hermitage resort near 
Mount Cook on April 12 and in Rotorua on April 17* > 

213* Myna - Starting early in the morning myn^-S were whistling and 
calling in the trees at Rotorua on April 17. 

216. White-backed Magpie - These birds were strutting on the grass 
alongside the airport at Christchurch on April 10. 

Four of the rarer birds of New Zealand were seen in captivity 
on April 17 at Rainbow Springs in Rotorua. Red-crowned Parakeets 
(I 63 ), Antipodes Island Parakeets (165) and Tuis (204) were kept 
there in an open cage, while a Brown Kiwi (18) was enclosed in a 
darkened enclosure simulating its natural surroundings. 

An exceedingly rare bird, the Kakapo(l60), a large, green 
ground-dwelling parrot, now existing only in restricted areas on 
the South Island and on Stewart Island, was seen as a stuffed speci¬ 
men at the museum in Arrowtown on April 14. Two stuffed specimens 
of the Huia(219) were in a glass case at the New Zealand Arts and 
Crafts Institute at Rotorua on April 17* This bird, now presumed 
extinct, is about the size of a crow, black in colour and with orange 
wattles. 
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AMERICAN BIRDS Winter Bird-Population Study No.50(Spring 1985) 

PART II B RUSHY FIELD WITH TREES AND HILLS 

Location : Ontario; Wentworth Co.,N of King St., W. of Olympic Dr., 
in E Dundas: 43 16' 10" N, 79 56' 30" W. Continuity : New. Size : 

6.3 ha = 15*6 acres (roughly rectangular, measured by rolatape 
and compass). Description of Plot : Field is irregularly contoured, 
and quite divers in vegetative composition. Dominant are a variety 
of grasses, with various herbs being next in abundance. The trees 
tend to cluster in associations of varying density, most clusters 
being semi-open. Trembling Aspen ( Populus tremuloides )and Eastern 
Cottonwood ( Populus deltoides ) are most numerous, followed by Box 
Elder ( Acer negundo ).small willows (Salix spp.),and some Bigtooth 
Aspen ( Populus grandidentata) . Other trees are: Ironwood(Ostrya 
virginiana I,Silver Maple ( Acer saccharinum ),Shining Willow (Salix 
lucida) , Black Locust ( Robinia pseudoacacia), and one or two 
stunted Red Maples ( Acer rubrum ). The slender shrub populations 
include some Staghorn Sumac T^hus typhina ) .Sandbar Willow (Salix 
interior ), and a few very low Black Willows( Salix nigra ). Other 
shrubs are*. Red-osier Dogwood( Cornus stolonifera ) ,Common Choke- 
cherry ( Prunus virginiana ). Common Buckthorn ( Rhamnus cathartica), 
Tartarian Honeysuckle ( lonicera tartarica ),and what appears to be 
Glossy Buckthorn ( ^iham '.iu s frangula ). Vines consist of some River- 
bank Grape ( Vitis riparia ) and a few Bitter Nightshade( Solanurn 
dulcamara ). Late season herbs in sizeable concentrations are 
Canada Goldenrod( Solidago canadensis ), Queen Anne's Lace( Dauc us 
carota ), and White Sweet Clover( Melitotus alba ); as well as some 
Teasel( Dipascus sylvestria) , Bull Thistle ( Cirsium vulgare ), 
Butter-and-eggs ( Linaria vulgaris ) and Common Burdock( Arctium 
minus). During the count period, seeded herbs (2-3 ft.) were avail¬ 
able in at least one half of the plot. Grasses( Gramineae spp.) 
comprise most of the ground cover, including a fairly large area 
of European Manna Grass ( Glyceria maxima ). Basically, the ground 
is generally undisturbed glacial moraine with, near the W centre, 
a sandy area, which had been quarried into the sixties. The two, 
semi-quarried, hills (14 ft. and 30 ft.) are in the sand "belt" 
and support fairly mature pockets of Box Elder, up to 40 ft. The 
moraine sections are generally uneven, with many humps, mounds 
and small ridges: the lower and flatter eastern portion.being 
often quite wet, often well into summer. Overall, the field is 
being colonized on the higher, dry W sector mainly by the aspens 
(20-30 ft.), and from the low wet E and SE sector by the cotton¬ 
woods and willows (8 - 14 ft). About the edges - especially in 
the S - the Box Elders appear poised to begin the next serai com¬ 
munity. Topography: Uneven and higher to the W. flatter and 
lower to the E. Compared to most of its surrounding land forms, 
the plot is sunken. There is an irregular tilt from the NW to 
the SE of plot, causing water to concentrate in SE sector in a 
shallow ;ond. NW corner is a generally bare and quite high exp¬ 
anse or "shoulder" of land fill. Elevation: 91*5 w. Edge: To 
S of plot there are two dense woods strips of mostly Ironwood and 
Box Elder, with a relatively open and rising section in the centre. 
To the E and N there is extensive land fill and more moraine, to 
a height of about 8 ft. The W borders on the yard, separated by 
a fence, of the Dundas Public Works Dept. Water: A shallow.pond 
is SE sector of plot, towards which the land drains. There is a 
wide sewage ditch approximately 100 yds to the S of plot. Food: 

In good supply, from large numbers of weed and some grass seeds. 
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(continued) 

American Birds Winter Bird Population Study No.50(Spring 1985 ) 

Trees crop: poor to fair. Weather : Temperature well below normal 
during count period. Range on count days: -15 to-4 degrees C.except¬ 
ing Feb.4 which reached 4 deg.C. Winds fairly strong and bitter 
from NNW to W during Dec. counts. Mean snow depth: roughly 7.6 cm 
Coverage: Dec.17, 23,26,29,31 : Jan.14,28;Feb.4. Total: 8 trips, 
between 0815 and 1010, excepting one iate morning trip. Trips 
averaged about 5^ min. Count : Am.Tree Sparrow 2(32,13);Am.Kestrel, 
1(1 6,6)5 Am. Crow. 1; Am.Goldfinch 1; Red-tailed Hawk,/? Herring 
Gull,-*-; Downy Woodpecker + ; European Starling,/; Song Sparrow,/; 
Average Total : 5 birds (79/kn/,32/100 acres). Remarks : Total species 
9 . To NW and SE of plot, conditions are generally open, from the 
Niagara Escarpment about one mile distant(NW) to the Dundas Marsh 
(Cootes Paradise), about 500 yds. away (SE). Thus prevailing NW 
winds combined with bitter cold (many nights below Odeg.C)likely 
accounted for severe reduction in numbers following first trip, 
when,by far, the largest total (16) was detected. On-plot protec¬ 
tion was minimal on windy count days, when most birds were seen near 
more sheltered edges. Also, almost all birds detected were in W 
sector, where trees were taller and much denser, and "hills"offered 
protection. Am.Tree Sparrows, seen on 7 trips, may have been resi¬ 
dent, but appeared to enter plot mainly from edge, particularly 
after Dec. 23, by which 10 of total 15 were detected. Similarly,all 
goldfinches were noted on the first trip only, although they remained 
in vicinity; a flock of 19 were noted flying nearby on Jan.31- The 
above two species may have retreated to area feeders, although gold¬ 
finch totals at my feeders were down compared to the previous two 
years, suggesting winter attrition. The Am.Kestrel was in residence 
until Dec.31, when it was likely harrassed off the plot by crows, 
who appeared at about that time. The Herring Gulls were seen only 
on the first trip, apparently inspecting at close range the still 
bare NW land fill "shoulder" for food. Starlings were daily in 
considerable numbers, but flying over the plot towards more.westerly 
sheltered foraging areas. Crows generally used the tall, hill-top 
trees as a look-out, calling-post, or for resting and preening. 

The Downy Woodpecker(2 sightings) and Song Sparrow(l) were also note 
at times at edge locations, or just beyond. House Sparrows were 
observed each trip at the Public Works building, about 100 ft. to W 
of plot, where they were usually- joined by foraging starlings,and 
occasionally by crows. Several flocks of Rock Doves were seen flying 
directly over or nearby in Dec., as well as some goldfinches, high 
gulls, a male Northern Harrier on Dec.31. and 2 kingfishers on Dec. 


■ Michael Clark, 27 Skyline Drive,Dundas,Ontario 

This year's Baillie Birdathon at Lond Point is on May 3p4. Denys 
Gardiner has volunteered to act as the Hamilton Naturalists'Club 
representative and is seeking pledges for the 24 hour count period. 
The money raised by him will be shared as follows: 7 5% io the Long 
Point Bird Observatory and Jim Baillie Fund for Bird Research and 
25$ to the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club Sanctuary Fund. Please sponso. 
Denys in this worthwhile endeavour. Use the form below. 

I WILL SPONSOR DENYS GARDINER AT.....0 PER SPECIES OF BIRD SEEN BY 
HIM ON THE BAILLIE BIRDATHON, 1986 . 


NARdE 


ADDRESS..... 

Mail to: Birdathon, Hamilton Naturalists' Club, P.0. Box 5132 
Hamilton, Ontario LRS 4L3 

(Denys may see as many as 140 species on May 3-^° This means that a 
.100 pledge would result in a donation of $14.00) 
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JUNIOR NATURALISTS' 

Mumemsm ave no ears. They 'hear' vibrations through their 

front legs. Some aquatic species 'hear* through their lower jaw. 

MAY MIND BOGLER 

How do amphibians get a drink of water? 

MAY GROAN (courtesy Robin Pittis ) 

What do you get when you cross a cactus with a bike? 

m m m m pale * « 0a Ttl l 13 ! J V 


March 22nd was a perfect sap running day(the night temperatures 
of March 21st were just below freezing and the day was warm and 

We hiked the escarpment looking for signs of spring (a robin 
flew overhead, early growth of spring flowers,and lots of mud..) 

When we gathered at the top of the escarpment Barb McKean demon¬ 
strated how to tap a sugar maple. Everyone had a taste of the sap 
from the tree, then had a drink of partially boiled sap. The grand 
finale was lots of syrup on hot pancakes for lunch. 


I am pleased to announce that the Junior Naturalists Club 
received from the Ministry of Natural Resources for the Community 
Wildlife Improvement Programme Grant, a sum it $275.00. This money 
bought materials to build 22 bluebird boxes, 16 .Wood_Duck boxes and 
4 Kestrel boxes. Thank you Barb McKean for sending in our proposal. 
The Jr. Naturalists built the 22 bluebird boxes and then put them 
up on April 12. We would like to thank Len Simser (RBG)and members 
of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club for the help provided m building, 

installing and maintaining the boxes. 

-iHhrbh;- i--!!- -?’• -js- -is- 


SANCTUARY NOTES ... 

In June of last year our club contributed $10,000.to the Hamilton 
Region Conservation Authority towards the purchase of the so called^ 
Watkin’s property in Dundas. This ?4 acre parcel which fits m wit’r 
other H.R.C.A. properties abutts the entrance to the Trail centre 
just off Hwy.99 in Dundas. The purchase was completed last Fall, 
Additional funds came from The Conservation Foundation of Hamilton 
Region, the Provincial Government and of course the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority. 


The deed of land under which the ownership of Spooky Hollow was 
transferred to the club describes the property in the now outmoded 
measurement system of chains and links. The lands are identified 
as having an area of "ninety-five acres more or less"and the boundary 
is described by giving the compass bearing and distance from point ^ 
to point. The purchase price by the way was $4,500($47•37 P er acre; 

The realignment of Hwy//6 to divert Guelph traffic along the Hanlon 
Expressway and away from the communities of Aberfoyle and Morris ton 
is being studied. There are some 6 or 7 alternative routes under 
consideration,at least one of these passes close to the Fletcher 
Creek Swamp Conservation Area. Our club has a large interest in 
this property as we contributed to the purchase of the original 46 
acres in 1976. Then in 1980 we funded approximately half of the 
cost of acquiring a further 35 acres known as the Upland Woods in 
which a memorial'to the late Dr. Bert McLaren is located. So quite 
apart from the concern that we might naturally feel about a deve¬ 
lopment threat to a sensitive area we also have a vested interest ir 
the future of this property. Your interest in this issue and area 
would be appreciated. 
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Sanctuary Notes (concluded) 


We do get a partial rebate of realty taxes on both sanctuaries.In 1985 
our total tax bill was over $800. of which we received about $470 
in rebates or about 57%° 


The last time I wrote I asked for volunteers who would be willing to 
work on the sanctuary committee. Perhaps my choice of words was 
wrong. Should I have said sit on the Sanctuary Committee? Any 
volunteers this time? Please call 681-2738. 


Peter Thoem 


■iHHHS-* * * * -.Hr * 


CONSERVATION MEWS - APRIL 6, 1986 _ 

Mr. Ray Lowes was honoured by the Hamilton and District Environmen¬ 
talist of the Year Committee at the 8th Annual Awards banquet on 
Friday, April 4th at the Royal Connaught Hotel. The banquet was a 
smashing success and a wonderful tribute to Ray. Thanks again to 
all Club members who purchased tickets. 

We are actively looking for club members to assist and be an inte¬ 
gral part of the Conservation Committee. If you strongly believe 
in promoting public interest in conservation and improved environ¬ 
mental quality of life please get involved and contact John Struger 
(547-5116) or other members of the Executive. We need people to 
get involved with the following issues and many others. 

1) Red Hill Creek Valley Expressway - If you haven't written.... 
please take a couple of minutes and write to your local MPPs, 
Premier Peterson and other Cabinet Ministers to reverse the deci¬ 
sion to build the expressway. 


2) The FON has embarked on an ambitious plan to raise the awareness 
of the importance of Wetlands. The programme seeks the assistance 
of naturalists' clubs and other groups in preserving Ontario's 
Wetlands. This is a great opportunity for our Club to get invol¬ 
ved with other organizations on a provincial basis. Please 
contact John Struger (547-5116) if you feel so inclined. We need 
your involvement. 


P.S. There is information on a number of conservation and environ¬ 
mental issues at the conservation table adjacent to the litera¬ 
ture table in the lobby. Thank you, and don't forget to check 

it out! ! ! T , . 

John Struger 



Vol. 39. No. 9 


151 - 


NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to February 28, 1986 - 101 
F - indicates first record for the migration 

Underlined species or dates indicates that a written documentation is required. 


NOVEMBER, 1985 


Common Tern 

Nov 

13 

1 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Jim Heslop,John Olmsted 

JANUARY. 1986 

Common Loon 

Jan 

4 

1:1 

Green Rd.:Fifty Point 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Jan 

5 

3 

over Burlington Bay 

Robert Curry, Mark 
Jennings,Alan Wormington 

f 

Horned Grebe 

Jan 

11 

2 

Fifty Point Rd 

m. obs. 

Jan 

4 

4 

Lake at Fifty Point 

McLaughlin 

Double- crest-. Cormorant 

Jan 

11 

1:1 

Fifty Point:Beach Canal m. obs. 

Jan 

1 

2 

Windermere Basin 

Curry et al 


Jan 

11 

2 

it 

m. obs. 


Jan 

12 

1 

n 

Denys Gardiner, WilHau 
Smith 

Great Blue Heron 

Jan 

1 

3 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Jan 

11 

1 

ii 

m. obs. 


Jan 

18:23 

1 

Taquanyah C.A. 

Bruce Duncan, Dennis 
Lewington 

Tundra Swan 

Jan 

1 

1 

Leander Yacht Club 

Curry et al 


Jan 

_5 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Kathleen MacNamara, 

Ralph Speak 

Mute Swan 

Jan 

11 

18 

Spencer Smith Park 

m. obs. 

Snow Goose 

. ..' »• ': 

Jan 

1 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Curry et al 


Jan 

17 

1 

over RBG Centre 

Bill Lamond 

Wood Duck 

Jan 

26 

1 

Albion Falls 

Connie & John Gallo 

Green-winged Teal 

Jan 

1 

60 

Windermere Basin 

Curry et al 


Jan 

11 

12 

f! 

m. obs. 

Northern Pintail 

Jan 

1 

15 

»! 

Curry et al 


Jan 

4 

40 

f! 

Gardiner 

Gadwall 

Jan 

1 

60 

II 

Curry et al 


Jan 

4 

100 

Spencer Smith Park 

Gardiner 

Canvasback 

Jan 

1 

8 

LaSalle Park 

Curry et al 

Redhead 

Jan 

11 

2 

Petro Canada Pier 

m. obs. 

Ring-necked Duck 

Jan 

1 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Curry et al 

Harlequin Duck 

Jan 

11 

lfem 

Lake at Fifty Rd. 

Jennings, Lamond, Rick 
Ludkin, McLaughlin 

Surf Scoter 

Jan 

12 

lfem 

ti 

John Galloway:, Lamond, 
McLaughlin 

Jan 

11 

1 

Lake at Walker's Line 

Gardiner, Smith 

White-winged Scoter 

Jan 

11 

31 

Lake at Gray's Rd. 

m. obs. 

Hooded Merganser 

Jan 

1 

5 

Desjardins Canal 

Clark 


Jan 

11 

9 

Windermere Basin 

m. obs. 

Common Merganser 

Jan 

1 10,' 

000 

Burlington Bay 

Curry et al 

Ruddy Duck 

Jan 

1 

1 

Leander Yacht Club 

Curry et al 


Jan 

11 

1 

Windermere Basin 

m. obs. 

Bald Eagle 

Jan 

1,12 

lad 

Woodland Cemetery 

Curry 


Jan 

11,12 

lad 

Oakville Lakeshore 

Don Gunn 


Jan 

20 

limm Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 


Jan 

24 

limm 

Taquanyah C.A. 

Duncan 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Jan 

2 

1 

Caledonia 

Duncan 


Jan 

11 

2 

Brantford 

Galloway 

Cooper's Hawk 

Jan 

9 

1 

Taquanyah C.A. 

Duncan 


Jan 

14-23 

1 

Brantford 

Galloway 


Jan 

30 

1 

over RBG Centre 

Lamond 
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Northern Goshawk 

Jan 10 

limm 

Hopkin’s Tract 

Lamond 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Jan 12 

1 

Beverly Comm. Centre 

Jennings 

Gray Partridge 

Jan 12 

5 

Lynden & Park Rds.Brantford, Galloway,Lamond 

American Coot 

Jan 1 

2 

Lax Landfill 

Curry et al 


Jan 5 

1 

Spencer Smith Park 

Curry, Jennings.Worming 

Killdeer 

Jan 1 

1 

Sioux Lookout 

Gardiner,Smith,Walker 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Jan 4 

2 

Lake at Fifty Rd, 

McLaughlin 

Glaucous Gull 

Jan 1 

7 

Burlington Bay 

Curry et al 


Jan 9 

5 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Barred Owl 

Jan 

1 

Carluke area 

Dennis Pearson 

Long-eared Owl 

Jan 3 

1 

Bronte Woods 

Jennings 

North. Saw-whet Owl 

Jan 10,11 

1 

Spenser Creek at marsh Robert Finlayson 


Jan 30 

1 

Grey Doe Trail, RBG 

Lamond 

Red-head. Woodpecker 

Jan 9 

1 

2 1cm. N. of Cayuga 

Duncan 

Yellow-bell. Sapsucker 

Jan 8 

1 

Bronte Rd.at Rebecca 

St. Jennings 


Jan 19 

1 


Lamong, McLaughlin 

Red-breast. Nuthatch 

Jan 1 

1 

Ancaster 

Curry et al 


Jan 3 

1 

Bront3 

Jennings 

Winter Wren 

Jan 3:8 

1:2 

Bronte: Bronte Creek 

Jennings 


Jan 10 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 


Jan 11 

1 

Valley Inn Trail 

Curry 

American Robin 

Jan 10 

13 

RBG Arboretum 

Lamond 

Gray Catbird 

Jan 10 

1 

Valley Inn Trail 

Lamond 


Jan 12 

1 

?f 

Curry,Gardiner,Smith 

North. Mockingbird 

Jan 3 

1 

Skyline, Dr. Dundas 

Clark 


Jan 12 

1 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Gardiner, Smith 


Jan 16 

1 

Ramsgate Dr. Stoney 

Creek Lewington 


Jan 30 

1 

Wise Cr. Hamilton 

Gallow 

Cedar Waxwing 

Jan 5 

30 

RBG Arboretum 

Curry,Jennings,Wormingt 


Jan 18 

15 

Dundas Valley 

Clark 

Northern Shrike 

Jan 4 

1 

Winona Ponds 

McLaughlin 

Field Sparrow 

Jan 26 

1 

Golf Links Rd. 

Curry 

Fox Sparrow 

Jan 25 

1 

Glancaster Rd.at Twenty Rd. Ivars Kops 

Song Sparrow 

Jan 11 

22 

Brantford 

Galloway 

Swamp Sparrow 

Jan 11 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

White-throat. Sparrow 

Jan 8 

1 

Bronte Marsh 

Jennings 

White-crown Sparrow 

Jan on 

2 

Winona 

Ray Hughes 


Jan on 

2 

ft 

George Meyers 


Jan 2,10, 

11 1 

Allangrove Dr.Burlington Gardiner 

Lapland Longspur 

Jan 1 

1 

3 km. NE of Fulton 

Duncan 

Snow Bunting 

Jan 5 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry,Jennings,Wormingt 

Rusty Blackbird 

Jan 25 

1 

south shore Dundas Marsh Curry, Finlayson 

Brown-head. Cowbird 

Jan 11 

10 

Dundas 

Clark 


Jan 26 

13 

Hill Ave. Brantford 

Galloway 

Pine Grosbeak 

Jan 1 

8 

RBG Arboretum 

Curry et al 


Jan 1:4 

7:12 

McMaster University 

Finlayson 


Jan 14:31 

10:12 

RBG Arboretum 

Lamond 

Purple Finch 

Jan 10 

2 


Lamond 

Common Redpoll 

Jan 1 

3 

Ancaster 

Curry et al 


Jan 4 

40 

Winona 

McLaughlin 


Jan 5 

25 

Decewsville 

Duncan 


Jan 5 

7 

Taquanyah C.A. 

Duncan 


Jan 18 

5 

Eden PI. Burlington 

David Stubbing 


Jan 31 

2 

RBG Arboretum 

Lamond 

Pine Siskin 

Jan 1 

15 

Ancaster 

Curry et al 


Jan 3:18 

2:18 

Skyline Rd. Dundas 

Clark 

Evening Grosbeak 

Jan 1 

3 

Ancaster 

Curry et al 


* Curry et al refers to Robert Curry, George Bryant, Verne Evans, Kevin McLaughlin, 

John Olmsted 
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Other common species seen during January are: Canada Goose, Black Duck, Mallard, 
Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Oldsquaw, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Red-breasted 
Merganser, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestral, Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, 
Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, 
Eastern Screech Owl, Great Horned Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, pileated Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Common Crown, Black- 
capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, European Starling, 
Northern Cardinal, American Tree Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, House Finch, American 
Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 


FEBRUARY 


Common Loon 

Feb 9 

1 

Beach Canal 

Galloway,Lamond, 
McLaughlin 

Horned Grebe 

Feb 10 

3 

LaSalle Park 

Lamond 

Red-necked Grebe 

Feb 9* 

9 

LaSalle Park 

Galloway, Lamond, 
McLaughlin 

Double-crest. Cormorant 

Feb 9 

2 

Petro Canada Pier 

Doug Harding,MacNamara 

Black-crown. Night Heron 

Feb 22 

2 

Windermere Basin 

Galloway,Lamond ,McT.angh 

Feb 22* 

4imm 

If 

Lamond, McT.aughlin 

Mute Swan 

Feb 10 

18 

LaSalle Park 

Lamond 

Northern Pintail 

Feb 16 

30 

Windermere Basin 

Curry,Evans,Olmsted 

Canvasback 

Feb 20:21 1:4 

LaSalle Park 

Lamond 

Redhead 

Feb 9 

2 

Port Credit 

Harding, MacNamara 


Feb 16F 

4 

Oaklands 

Curry,Evans ,01ms ted 

Ring-necked. Duck 

Feb 9 

1 

Beach Canal 

Galloway,Lamond,McLaugh' 


Feb 9-22 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Lamond 

White-winged Scoter 

Feb 16 

12 

tf 

Curry,Evans ,01ms ted 

Common Merganser ' 

Feb 16 

200 

Burlington Bay 

Curry,Evans,Olmsted 

Red-breast. Merganser 

Feb 16 

60 

Lake at Vineland 

Curry,Evans ,01msted 

Ruddy Duck 

Feb 22 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Lamond, McLaughlin 

Bald Eagle 

Feb 11 

lad 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Feb 9,22 

ldark Skyway Bridge 

Galloway,Lamond,McLaugh; 


Feb 23 

4 

north Oakville 

Gardiner, Walker 

American Coot 

Feb 9 

1 

Spencer Smith Park 

Galloway,Lamond,McLaugh; 

Long-eared Owl 

Feb 4 

1 

Rock Chapel 

Christine Bishop,Lamond 


Feb 9 

1 

Bronte Woods 

Galloway,Lamond,McLaugh! 


Feb 23 

3 

tf 

Gardiner, Walker 

Short-eared Owl 

Feb 9* 

1 

First Line & Britannia Rd Harding, MacNamara 
Oakville 

Belted Kingfisher 

Feb 5 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 


Feb 10 

1 

Harvester Rd. Burlington Jennings 


Feb 16 

1:1 

LaSalle:Windermere 

Curry, Evans, Olmsted 

Northern Flicker 

Feb 0 

3 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Feb 8 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Horned Lark 

Feb 1* 

23 

Jerseyville 

Curry 


Feb 15 

200 

Brantford 

Bob Copeland, Dowden 


Feb 23 

300 

Mt. Hope 

Curry 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Feb 8 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 


Feb 9 

1 

Bronte Woods 

Galloway,Lamond,McLaughj 

Winter Wren 

Feb 9 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 


Feb 11 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Lamond 


Feb 24 

1 

LaSalle Park 

Lamond 

Golden-crown. Kinglet 

Feb 8 

15 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Cedar Waxwing 

Feb 15 

7 

Dundas Valley 

Clark 

Northern Shrike 

Feb 22 

1 

10th Rd. East 

Lamond, McLaughlin 


Feb 23 

1 

Bronte 

Gardiner, Walker 

Fcx Sparrow 

Feb 9-26 

1 

Glancaster D. at Twenty Rd. Ivars Kops 

Swamp Sparrow 

Feb 9 

5 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

Lapland Longspur 

Feb 1 

3 

Jerseyville 

Curry 


Feb 23 

15 

Mt. Hope 

Curry 





- 

154 - 



Snow Bunting 

Feb 8 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 



Feb 9 

25 

Alberton 

Galloway 



Feb 16 

15 

Mt. Hope 

Curry, Evans, 

Olmsted 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Feb 2* 

1 

east Dundas 

Clark 


Eastern Meadowlark 

Feb 9* 

1 

5th line at Brittania Harding, MacNamara 

Rusty Blackbird 

Feb 15 

2 

Grand R. at Brantford 

Copeland, Dowden 

Common Grackle 

Feb 2* 

3 

east Dundas 

Clark 



Feb 26F 

1 

Brantford 

Galloway 


Pine Grosbeak 

Feb 2 

1 

Dundas Valley 

Clark 



Feb 16 

2 

Sulphur Springs 

Curry, Evans, 

Olmsted 

Please send your bird 

records for 

March 

and April by the end of May to 


Mark Jennings, //308 - 

5348 Lalceshore Rd. 

, Burlington, Ont. L7L- 

-4Z2, or phone 

632-2210 


HAMILTON BIRD 

RECORDS COMMITTEE 




SUMMARY FOR 1985 


The Hamilton Bird Records Committee (HBRC) has reviewed the "Noteworthy Bird Records" 
in the Wood Duck. Observations requiring documentation according to the "Date Guide 
to the Birds of the Hamilton Area" have been summarized in the following three 
categories t 

1. Observations for which documentation has been reviewed and accepted by the 
HBRC (followed by the person submitting the report). 

2. Observations for which documentation has been reviewed and accepted by the Ontario 
Bird Records Committee (OBRC). (Any Ontario Review List bird observations are 
forwarded to the OBRC as the HBRC does not review these.) 

3. Observations for which documentation has yet to be received. (Please forward any 
reports of birds requiring documentation, whether old or recent, to any member of 
the Committee.) 


ACCEPTED RECORDS (H.B.R.C.) 


Red-throated Loon 

Mar 11,18, 

21 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Bill Lamond 

Snowy Egret 

May 10 

1 


Toll Gate Ponds 

Robert Curry 

Black-crowned Night 

HeronMar 11 

1 


Woodland Cemetery 

Bill Lamond 

Tundra Swan 

Dec 7-Jan 

1 

1 

Dundas Marsh,Woodland 

Cem. Kevin McLaughlin 

Trumpeter Swan 

Jan 19 

1 


Kerr St. Oakville 

Robert Curry 

Brant 

Dec 26 

1 


Spencer Smith Park 

Dennis Lewington 


Nov 10 350 


Fifty Point C.A. 

Robert Curry 

Bald Eagle 

Aug 20 

1 


Hendrie Valley 

Bill Lamond 

Northern Goshawk 

Aug 24 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Merlin 

Sept 7 

1 


Flamboro Downs 

John Galloway, 






Bill Lamond 

Black-bellied Plover 

June 30-July 

6 

1 Toll Gate Ponds 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Solitary Sandpiper 

June 2 

1 


Smithville Ponds 

Robert Curry 

Willet 

June 29 

1 


Winona Ponds 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct 13-19 

1 


Windermere Basin 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Hudsonian Godwit 

Aug 9-16 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Bill Lamond 

Marbled Godwit 

Sept 7 

1 


?» 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Nov 2,3,10 



LaSalle Park 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Western Sandpiper 

July 28 

1 


Toll Gate Ponds 

Kevin McLaughlin 


July 29 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Bill Lamond 


Oct 4-15 

1 


H 

Bill Lamond 


Oct 21:23 

2: 

1 

If 

Bill Lamond 

Wilson's Phalarope 

Oct 17-25 

1 


If 

Bill Lamond 

Red Phalarope 

Nov 10 

1 


Winona Ponds 

Roy Baker 

Franklin's Gull 

Aug 25 

1 


West of Peter's Comer's Kevin McLaughlin 


Sept 20-28 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Bill Lamond 


Sept 30-0ct 7 


Dundas Marsh 

Bill Lamond 
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Thayer's Gull 

Feb 26 

1 


Carroll's Point 

Bill Lamond 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Jan 2 

1 


Aldershot Dump 

Alan Wormington 


Oct 25 

1 


LaSalle Park 

Robert Curry 

Common Tern 

Nov 13 

1 


Fifty Point C.A. 

John Olmsted 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

Nov 3 

1 


Cainsville 

Bill Lamond 

Boreal Owl 

Dec 26,1983 

1 

Dundas 

Paul D. Smith 

Whip-poor-will 

Apr 15 

1 


Burloak Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Bank Swallow 

Oct 1-10 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Bill Lamond 

Tufted Titmouse 

May 16-June 10 

1 North Cayuga Woods 

Jon McCracken 

Sedge Wren 

Oct 11 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Glenn Coady 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Nov 12 

2 


Rock Chapel 

Bill Lamond 


Nov 12 

4 


II 

Denys Gardiner 


Dec 31 

1 


RBG Arboretum 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Loggerhead Shrike 

May 11-12 

1 


Hardy Rd. Brantford 

John Galloway 


June 6 

1 


Berry C.A. 

Bill Lamond 

White-eyed Vireo 

May 1 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Bill Lamond 


May 11 

1 


Burloak Woods 

Mark Jennings 


Sept 21 

1 


Winona Ponds 

Robert Curry 

Blue-winged Warbler 

Sept 5,1984 

1 

Westdale Woods 

Bill Lamond 


Sept 5,1984 

2 

Rock Chapel 

Madeline Austen 

"Lawrences'"Warbler 

May 16 

1 


Cayuga 

Jon McCracken 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

Aug 21 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Madeline Austen 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

Apr 30 

1 


Bronte 

Denys Gardiner 

Cape May Warbler 

Nov 1-Dec 

1 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Aug 6 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Bill Lamond 

Palm Warbler 

Apr 21 

1 


Bronte 

Robert Waldhuber 


Apr 22 

1 


Stoney Creek 

Robert Waldhuber 


Apr 25 

4 


Shell Park, Bronte 

Bill Lamond 

• 

Apr 25 

1 


VanWagner's Pond 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

Nov 3 

1 


Fifty Point C.A. 

Luc & Josephine Fazio 

Prothonotary Warbler 

May 11 

1 


Burloak Woods 

Mark Jennings 


May 27 

1 


Shell Park, Bronte 

Denys Gardiner 

Hooded Warbler 

May 13 

1 


II 

Mark Jennings 

Scarlet Tanager 

Apr 21 

1 


Dundas Marsh 

Robert Stamp 

Red Crossbill 

June 11 

4 


it 

Bill Lamond 

White-winged Crossbill 

July 31 

1 


Beach Canal 

Robert Curry 

Evening Grosbeak 

Aug 20 

1 


Rock Chapel 

Bill Lamond 


ACCEPTED RECORDS (O.B 

.R.C.) 




Greater White-fronted 





Goose 

Mar 13-18 

8 

3 km. south of York 

Bruce Duncan 

Eurasian Wigeon 

Apr 7 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Bill Lamond 

"Selasphorus species" 

Oct 1,1984 

1 

Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Varied Thrush 

Feb 3 

1 

Chartwell Dr. Oakville 

• Robert Curry 

Bell's Vireo 

May 22 

1 

King Rd. Aldershot 

Robert Curry 

OBSERVATIONS LACKING DOCUMENTATION: 




Red-throated Loon 

Mar 23 

1 

Windermere Basin 



Apr 5 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 



Apr 14 

1 

Appleby Line 



Apr 15 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 



Apr 19 

1 

ii 


Common Loon 

Jan 30 

1 

Bronte Harbour 


Cattle Egret 

Sept 14 

1 

Sawmill Rd. Mt. Hope 


Greater white-fronted 





Goose 

Nov 17 

1 

Taquanyah C.A. 


Snow Goose 

May 16 

1 

Toll Gate Ponds 
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Tufted Duck 


Golden Eagle 
Merlin 

Peregrine Falcon 

Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Marbled Godwit 
Stilt Sandpiper 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Parasitic Jaeger 

Thayer’s Gull 
Common Barn Owl 
Eastern Kingbird 
Cliff Swallow 
Tufted Titmouse 

Sedge Wren 
Varied Thrush 
Bohemian Waxwing 


Orange-crowned Warbler 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Black and White Warbler 
Worm-eating Warbler 
Hooded Warbler 
Wilson’s Warbler 

Clay-coloured Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 


Jan 13 

1 

Windermere Basin 

Jan 19 

1 

?l 

Feb 2 

1 

If 

Feb 10 

1 

99 

Mar 3 

1 

1? 

Mar 10 

1 

99 

Oct 11 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Sept 8 

1 

Spencer Cr. at marsh 

Sept 6 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Sept 10 

1 

Bronte 

Mar 13 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Mar 13 

1 

91 

Sept 8 

1 

99 

May 17 

1 

Toll Gate Ponds 

Aug 14 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Aug 25 

1 

VanWagner’s Beach 

Dec 1 

1 

it 

Jan 3 

1 

Aldershot Dump 

Dec 22 

1 

East of Galt 

Sept 29 

3 

Dundas Valley 

Oct 20 

1 

99 

Mar 27 

1 

Oak Knoll Rd. Hamilton 

Apr 9-15 

1 

Holyrood Ave. Oakville 

Nov 7 

1 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Oct 14 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Jan 18-Mar 

9 

1 343 Ashdale PI- Oakville 

Nov 6-11 

2 

North Shore Blvd. 

Nov 15 

4 

RBG Arboretum 

Nov 16 

2 

99 

Nov 18 

1 

99 

Nov 29 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Dec 1 

2 

RBG Arboretum 

Dec 31 

1 

99 

Aug 25 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

May 5 

1 

Spencer Creek at marsh 

Oct 27 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

May 7 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

May 13 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Jan 5 

1 

Westdale Ravine 

Jan 7 

1 

99 

Oct 1 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Apr 23-24 

1 

Bronte 


Denys Gardiner, Mark Jennings, Kevin McLaughl 
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